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NUMBER XLV. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continue? every THURSDAY. 





Tuurspay, November the 8th, 1753. 





Neéle coronam 








PosTizus. Juv. 


To Mr. Fitrz-ADA™M. 


®) HERE is hardly a greater inftance 
of ill-nature, or a more certain to- 
ken of a cruel difpofition, than the 


abufe of dumb creatures ; efpecially 
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QIACTO IO Ko of thofe who contribute to our ad- 
TNS 2 ep vantage and conveniency. The do- 
ing an ill office to one who has intended us no harm, 
is a ftrong proof of inhumanity ; but unkindnefs to a 


benefactor is both inhuman and ungrateful. 
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But it is not my intention at prefent to animadvert 
upon our barbarity to the animal creation: if you will 
accept of fo unworthy a correfpondent, I may take ano- 
ther opportunity of fending you my thoughts upon that 
fubject: the bufinefs of this letter is only to vindicate 
from reproach a poor inanimate being, vulgarly called 
a Post, which everybody knows is held in the loweft 
contempt, yet whofe fervices to mankind entitle it to a 
very high degree of regard and veneration. 

“© As ftupid as a Post,’ 


ufe of. If we want to characterize a fool, or a man 


’ 


is a phrafe perpetually made 


abfolutely without an idea, the expreffion is, “‘ as ftu- 
« pid asa Post.” ‘ As dull as a Beetle,” is a term I 
have no diflike to; nor have I any great objection to 
‘«« As grave as a Judge,” which I have confidered as a 
fynonymous phrafe ever fince I faw an old gentleman in 
company extremely angry at being told he looked grave ; 
when it was obferved by a third perfon, that GRAvE in 
the dictionary was wide putt. But though it is ad- 
mitted, that the idea of dullnefs may be illuftrated by a 
Beetle, and the idea of gravity by a Judge, I. pofitively 
deny that ftupidity and a Post have any fimilitude what- 
foever. 

Ir is well known, that the ancients, and more efpe- 
cially the A‘gyptians, the wifeft nation of them all, 
paid the greateft degree of veneration to feveral inani- 


mate things. Almoft all vegetables were confidered as 


gods, and confequently worfhipped as fuch. Lecks and 


onions were particularly efteemed ; and there was hardly 
a garden to be feen that was not over-run with deities. 
Now I own that I have no fuch fuperftitious regard for 


a Post, as to recommend it’s deification ; nor am I for 


making it.minifter of ftate, as Caligula did his horfe ; 
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I only think, that when it is undefervedly branded into a 
proverb of contempt, common juftice requires it’s vindi- 
cation. 
In former ages, how much Posts were eftcemed, 
appears from what Juvenal fays of them : 
Ornentur PostTeEs, et grandi janua laure: 
where we fee that they were crowned with laurel. 
Virgil likewife, in defcribing the deftruction of Troy, 
fays, that the women in the height of defpair, 
Amplexaeque tenent PosteEs, atque ofcula figunt ; 
without doubt to take an affectionate leave of them. 
And old Ennius, knowing that they were in fome mea- 
fure facred, employs no lefs a perfon than the goddefs 
Difcord herfelf to demolifh them : 
Difcordia tetra 
Belli ferrates Posters, portafque refregit. 





Bur before I confider the fervice of Posts to man- 
kind in general, I fhall take this opportunity of acknow- 
ledging the obligation which I have perfonally received 
from one of them, and which may very poffibly biafs 


‘me in favour of the whole fraternity. 


I was travelling very lately, where I was entirely ig- 
norant of the road, in a part of England too far from 
town for the common people to give that rational di- 


rection to a ftranger, which they do in and about Lon- 


don; and too near it, as I afterwards found, not to 


relith ftrongly of it’s vices. Coming at laft to a place, 
where the road branched out into different paths, I was 
quite at a ftand, till feeing a country fellow paffing by, 
I enquired the road to Bifley. ‘ To Bifley !” fays he, 
fcratching his head, and looking up in my face 
«*« Where did you come from, fir?” I was nettled a 


good deal at the fellow’s ufelefs and impertinent quel- 
tion, 
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tion, efpecially as it began to grow dufk ; however, that 
I might get what inftruction from him I could, I fatis- 
ficl him. He then, after having attentively looked 
round the country, and informed me I might have come 
a nearer way, gave me to underftand, “ That he could 
“ not well tell, but that I was not above two miles 
“from it.” P—x take the fellow! fays I, he is as 
ftupid as a Post, and rode on: but I had hardly gone 
a hundred yards before I difcovered a Post, which very 
good-naturedly held out it’s finger to thew me the road, 
and informed me in a few words that I had ftill three 
miles to go. I followed the advice of this intelligent 
friend, and foon arrived at the end of my journey, afha- 
med and vexed at the ingratitude I had been guilty of, - 
in abufing fo ferviceable a guide. 

Ir a man reflects ferioufly with himfelf, as I did then, 
he will find that Posts are very far from being fo ftupid 
as they are imagined to be. I may fafely venture to 
affert, that they have all negative wifdom. They nei- 
ther ruin their fortunes by gaming, nor their confti- 
tutions by drinking. They keep no bad company ; 
they never interfere either in matters of party or religion, 
and feem entirely unconcerned about who is in favour 
at court, or who out. Though I cannot fay that their 
courage is great, they never fuffer themfelves to be af- 
fronted unrevenged ; for they are always upon the defen- 
five, though they feldom give the challenge. Drunkards 
they have a particular averfion to ; nor is it uncommon 
fora man, though the fumes of wine may have made 
him infenfible at night, to feel the effects of their re- 
fentment in the morning. In fhort, they feem devoted 
to the fervice of mankind; fleeping neither day nor 


night, nor ever deferting the ftation which is afiigned 


them. One thing I own may be juitly laid to their 
charge, 
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charge, which is, that they are often guilty of cruel be- 
haviour to the blind ; though I think they amply repay | 
it, by lending fupport to the lame. 

I couLD enumerate feveral forts of Posts,which are of 
infinite fervice; fuch as the M1LL-posT, the WHIPPING- 
post, the S1cn-post, and many others: I fhall at 
prefent content myfelf with making a few obfervations 
on the two laft, the WHIpPING-posT, and the SiGn- 
Post. 

Ir to put in execution the laws of the land, be of any 
fervice to the nation, which few I think will deny, the 
benefit of the Wu1ppinc-posT mutt be very apparent, 
as being a necefflary inftrument of fuch an execution. 
Indeed the fervice it does to a country place is incon- 
ceivable. I myfelf knew a man who had proceeded fo 
far as to lay his hand upon a filver {poon, with a defign 
to make it his own; but upon looking round, and fee- 
ing a WHIPPING-PosT in his way, he defifted from the 
theft. Whether he fufpected that the Post would im- 
peach him or not, I will not pretend to determine ; fome 
folks were of opinion, that he was afraid of a Habeas 
Corpus. It is likewife an infallible remedy for all lewd 
and diforderly behaviour, which the chairman at feffions 
generally employs it to reftrain. Nor is it lefs beneficial 
to the honeft part of mankind, than the difhoneft: for 
though it lies immediately in the high road to the gal- 
lows, it has ftopped many an adventurous young man 
in his progrefs thither. 

Bur of the whole family of the Posts, I know none 
more ferviceable than a S1icn-postT, which, like a bill 
of fare to an entertainment, always ftands ready without 
the door, to inform you of what you are to expeét with- 
in. The intent of this has been very much perverted, 
and accordingly taken notice of by your predeceffor the 


Spectator. He was for prohibiting the carpenter the ufe 
of any fign but his faw; and the fhoemaker, but his 
boot ; 
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boot; and with great propriety ; for the proverb fays, 
ne futor ultra crepidam. And indeed it 1s reafonable 
that “ every fhop fhould have a fign that bears fome 
“ affinity to the wares in which it deals :” for otherwife, 
a ftranger may call for a yard of cloth at a bookfeller’s, 
or the laft Wortp at a linnen-draper’s. But when 
thefe things are adjufted, nothing can be of greater fer- 
vice than a S1GN-PosT ; inafmuch as it inftruéts a man, 
provided he has money in his pocket, how he may 
fupply all his wants; and often directs the hunery tra- 
veller to the agreeable perfumes of a favoury kitchen: 
from whence it is imagined that the common expreffion 
comes, of fmelling a Posr. 

Tuus, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you fee how much we are 
indebted to thefe ferviceable things, called Posts: and 
i think it would be a great inftince of your goodnefs, to 
endeavour to correct the world’s ingratitude to chem ; 
fince it is grown fo very notorious, that I have known 
feveral, who owe all they have to a Post, induttrious 
to undervalue it’s dignity, and make it’s character appear 
ridiculous. 

I am, 
SIR, 
Your moft humble fervant, 
W.R. 

NN. B. Art Posts of honour, Posts in war, letter 
Posts, and Posr the latin prepofition, though they fpell 
their names in the fame manner, are of a quite diiferent 
family ; nor do I undertake to plead in their behalf, 
knowing that moft of them are in too flourifhing a con- 


dition to ftand tin need of an advocate. 
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